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I feel that the forming of the Art Workers Coalition is an 1mp0rta.
8tep forward ang it Pursued cofrectly will result in coﬁsiderahle
reforms within ang without the museums and'other art 1nat1tut10n5
It 1s particularly lmoortant that for the first time artistg,
writers, choreographﬁra, filmmakers, ete. are working togethey
towards comron goala, irregardless of their individual styles op
aesthetiec outlooks, A8 one of the original sunporters of Takisg
I have seen thig moverent expand andg grow within a veryanm short, time,
The rapid growth I take to ey tndication that the movement offeps
the very real bassibllitiy or Tulfilling certain long-felt needs
Wituin the art community, I offer it Iy contlnuing support.

.After this Hearing, the most important task is the formuiati:ﬁ
and adoption of a new s;t of demands. These new demands should then
be Dresented to MOMA 1n.the moet dramatic way possible. retitions
must be drawn up ana slgned and amd ads ﬁaken in the newsvepers.

A large 1ist of slgnatures is crucial,

I would like the pew demands to inelude:

1. one free day (to be financed by keenring the Huseum open in

the evening).

2. The acpointment of a responsible perason to handle any
grievances ariaing from the Museum's dealings with art;ats.

3. The wishes of g living artist ip regard to the disnlay
of hls work owneq by the Museum in &ny group show other than the
Permanent collectionigg resected,

4. The payment of rental fees for werke of art borrowed by
the Museup for special shows,

5« A large, yearly show (po=8ibly 1n one of the Armories),
] unjuried ang Cren to all who wish to display their work,
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It is unlikely that MOMA will accevt any of our new demands.
I1f, however, they do, AWC will end as an organlzation unless it 1is
understcod from.the beginning that AWC fllls & need much larger than
mere museunm reform. If the Huseurm accepls our demends there 1s the
danger that AWC will become an establishment "labor unlon" of artists
Thig must be avolded., AWC must draw uv a 1ist of policies that gso
beyond mere museum reform.

Since it is more 1likely that HMOMA will reject our demands

agelin, new weys of exserting pressure must be developed. We cannot

merely follow the technigues of tne Jew Left or the students. These
may offer insniration, hut as ertists we are in a Ppostlon to 9orovide
new examples for other groups by developing more effective methods
of protest.

It must be mede clear that the museume now n=zed the artists more
than the artists need them., How can we maXxe thic clear? If none of
the new demends are met, I suggest we conslder a bovecott of the museun.
The effect of this, however, is contingent upon the membershlD strength
of AWC. Artists with works on loan to the lMuseum can be engouraged
to withdraw their works, We can also getl artists to sign statements
that they will refuse to loan works wlthout rental fees.

Ehkkkkkkkg, I+ might be advantagecus to begin develoving our
own alternatéve structures. AWC should sonsider sponsoring a yearly,
unjuriqu show on its own.

John Perreault
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