




...we police 
the crisis, we 
spatialize brute force, we 
privatize the commons, our nation’s 
fortress, shutting down migration, 
mutates into our cities’ partitions, 
ejecting the houseless, shelter in 
place but without shelters, refugees 
without refuge, emergency powers 
attack the most vulnerable, in times 
of crisis... 

-Fence

...we thrive in your dysfunctional, 
commodified, health system, your corrupt, 
political economy. We fear most 
coordinated, communal care, a 
symbiogenic ecology, sealing off our 
biopolitics, of viral colonization. Parasitical, 
not symbionts, our virions invade cells, for 
proliferation, inflation, assimilation...

-Virus

...We co-created cultures and 
traditions with human allies. The 
forces that have wrecked our habitats 
and ways of being are the same that 
attack theirs. Our sacredness is now 
packaged to benefit an idea of the 
individual divorced from any 
connection to the sea. Crimes against 
the commons in the name of profit, 
warming land and sea and breaking 
bonds of solidarity and splendor...

-Abalone

...Our discipline mirrors 
your subjugation...

-Succulent
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...Unhealthy California newt eggs represent the 
state of nature and commons under capitalism. The 
pond on a golf course is drained yearly to prevent 
flooding of the green, causing massive algae 
blooms and die-offs of wildlife in the pond. A 
healthy river with the eggs in almost ideal 
conditions under water with a live frog and pieces 
of various plants native to the Santa Cruz area 
shows nature and commons under community 
control...

-Newt Eggs

...A platform for free speech that captures data 
for profit and policing...

-@twitter

...It's sort of a fugitive river. It's underground, it's under the 
commons, and yet it's providing all this upper ground stuff—it's 
providing food, it's providing jobs, it's providing hospitality, 
recreation...

-Salinas River, California

...How to decolonize
the commons?

T.J. Demos


