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AN INTRODUCTION

A NEWSLETTER FOCUSED ON LOCALIZED 
MUTUAL AID, FEATURING A RESOURCE 
GUIDE, AND INTERVIEWS WITH COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZERS & ESSENTIAL WORKERS

AlmostAlmost immediately after the crisis struck, 
Hungry Monk opened up a pantry at 68-59th 
Lane, and they continue to distribute food on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 10am. 
Every Saturday they also distribute grocer-
ies at Ridgewood Veterans Triangle, at the 
intersection of Myrtle and Cypress Avenues, 
starting at 11am.starting at 11am.

Friends and neighbors have been sewing and 
distributing free masks for the community, 
and we are trying to keep up to date on all 
the resources available right now for people 
in Ridgewood. For anyone currently experi-
encing coronavirus symptoms, or who is unable 
to pick-up on-site, we can arrange home-de-
livery in Ridgewood, get in touch.

This newsletter is an attempt to share the in-
formation and resources we have and know about, 
as well as hear some stories and ideas from or-
ganizers, essential workers, and others on the 
front line about what's currently happening and 
what they think we should prepare for as this 
crisis goes on. We're including an info guide 
about food and state assistance, as well as the 
contact information for all of our elected of-
ficials so we can continue to ask them what 
they're doing to help our community get by. And 
there’s some interviews we did this week.

None of us has ever faced a crisis quite like 
this before. Many of us remember the last times 
the city was brought to a halt—Hurricane Sandy, 
the financial crisis in 2008, and 9/11. The 
corona pandemic reminds us of all of them, but 
it is also completely new. 

WeWe are a group of friends and neighbors that 
have maintained this space at 1882 Woodbine 
Street since 2014. We came together after Hur-
ricane Sandy to better prepare ourselves for 
disasters that might hit us in New York City. 
We don't want to just sit home waiting for the 
government and economy to figure it out, we 
havehave to self-organize for each other. We want 
to hear from you about what you think and what 
should be done. 

n ..

withwith Hungry Monk. Together we distribute 
vegetables, bread, fruit, prepared meals, 
and pastries on Wednesdays and Fridays at 
10am. It was clear last month that this 
crisis would mean a growing need for food in 
the community, and this is still true as we 
enter May.

n Friday, March 27th, we started      
running a food pantry at our space at 
1882 Woodbine Street, in partnershipO
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 Many of the families we are delivering to are also asking how they can help. For 
a community member whose MO used to be to stay off the radar, now offering to be 
visible because they want to work togeth-
er, the weight of this cannot be under-
stated. Getting people involved is the 
critical difference between charity and 
mutual aid.
 Nobody knows what is happening, and 
that’s okay that nobody has any answers. 
A massive wave of defaults on rental 
leases is coming, and there will have to 
be a radical re-envisioning of what 
public space looks like for the communi-
ty, and a reassessment of what quality of 
lifelife New York has to offer. I’m excited 
though that so many people seem willing to 
re-envision all this with us.
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*Queens Community Board 5...............................................(718)366-1834 
*City Council District #34 Antonio Reynoso...............................(718)963-3141 
*City Council District #30 Robert Holden.................................(718)366-3900 
*Queens Borough President Sharon Lee.....................................(718)286-3000 
*Mayor Bill de Blasio...................................................(212)NEW-YORK 
*State Assembly District #37 Catherine Nolan.............................(718)784-3194 
*State*State Assembly District #38 Michael Miller..............................(718)805-0950
*State Senate District #12 Michael Gianaris..............................(718)728-0960 
*State Senate District #15 Joseph P. Addabbo Jr..........................(718)738-1111 
*Governor Andrew M. Cuomo...............................................(518)474-8390 
*US Congressional District #7 Nydia M. Velazquez.........................(202)225-2361 
*US Congressional District #6 Grace Meng.................................(202)225-2601 
*Junior Senator Kirsten Gillibrand......................................(212)688-6262 
*Senior*Senior Senator Charles E. Schumer.......................................(212)486-4430 
*President Donald Trump.................................................(202)456-1111

18
82 We don’t think things will be returning to normal anytime soon. Whenev-

er Cuomo and de Blasio decide to ease the social distancing measures, 
we will be stepping foot into a radically different environment. Even 
if the medical crisis is managed, the economic effects will last years. 
Millions of New Yorkers are out of work and unsure how they will pay 
their rent. This is just the beginning. 

While this is a difficult time for everyone, we can still see some hope. 
We can finally imagine something different to do with our days, our 
neighborhood, and our city. We are trying to organize ourselves to get 
through this, and hope to find others who want to do the same. Not only 
to weather this storm, but to prepare ourselves for the struggles 
ahead.

---

PleasePlease write us about Issue #2, any ideas, responses, updates, inter-
views, resources, offers, etc: woodbine@riseup.net


