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m-e-n-t-o-s 
periféricos 
y reflexiones 
Atlánticas 
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PERIPHERAL 
FRAGMENTS AND 
ATLANTIC 
REFLECTIONS.

 (1)
(desire)

…  moving myself

 (2)
from, 
 within and towards   the
      periphery 

I situate myself along the border, in the road without asphalt, 
in the forgotten stone house left alone in the brushwood. 
Desire, necessity: they transform the manner of returning. 
I needed to situate and displace myself at the same time. 
I found orientation at this pause. At this initial point. A point of 
departure known or (re-)cognized as that which will to de-
part, again. Im at the point of departure. 

 (3)
Three words 
surround the stone:
   risk, crisis, invention1 
  displacement, orientation, situating2

 (4)
I can see myself reflected in the pool. 
It has stopped raining, but there’s still no sun. Not yet.

1 Transit7, International Women‘s Theatre Festival and Meeting, 
Holstebro, 2013
2 Situating oneself, Embodied Practiques, Espai Electrodoméstica, 
Barcelona, 2014

#orientation 
#situatedness

#positionality  
#body

#displacement 
#translation

marcherbst
Highlight

marcherbst
Callout
not sure if this is necessary

marcherbst
Highlight

marcherbst
Callout
insert . at end of both notes.
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 (5)
Come with me? 

It’s not that I want you to move, but I want you to come, 
to come and see from the other side. From here you can see 
far way, you can observe with perspective, I guess the 
sea helps to observe the horizon and it’s suspended points 
in the void. 

Should we move?

 (6)
Look:
    do you see?
I can move the body, displace weight, change my gaze‘s 

orientation. Instead of a known route, I decide to change 
 direction, assume the risk to stay, steady, stop myself. It’s the 
same place but with another appearance, an immediate 
look, the gaze of the other (you). My own glaze that looks 
different, gazes peripherally. (As Marina Garcés would say)

 (7)
The periphery:
  It is done or undone?
And if the center disappears, do we still have a periphery?
And the periphery?
Did we make ourselves peripheries?   
   Do we make peripheries?
Who submits to     Can the center itself
the center’s center?   be displaced?  

 
ATLANTIC 
REFLECTIONS

From the peripheries of Galicia, where to not emigrate 
is synonymous with rebellion, to stay and cultivate the imme-
diate setting is a quasi-revolutionary acts. As I listen to the 
incessant rhythm of endless rain, I decide to stop looking to 
what might be in front of me and look to what I have by my 
side, this other empty and unnoticed periphery. To remove the 
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center from its role as protagonistic, to revindicate the whats 
in proximity, what is close. 

From this profile, the necessity to stay, to be, and to share 
other forms of doing, living, and surviving from a peripher-
al place as Galicia (A Coruña to be more precise) is born. From 
this city a political artifact named Marea Altántica has 
emerged, it’s a citizenship platform and process of participa-
tion, a possibility to both think and act politically the city 
where one lives. Recuperating the scale of what is possible. La 
Marea (The tide) was born as an hypothesis, as one of the 
processes of political confluence and municipalism unfolding 
in Spain in this last year (Guanyem Barcelona, Ganemos 
 Madrid, etc). It’s a project with a specific and concrete scenar-
io: The municipal elections of 2015, but independent of what 
might happen, this hypothesis its becoming flesh in the city, 
and that supposes a displacement from the apathy and 
the inertia that has been installed on and with us. Personally, 
this whole process is making me re-situate myself in the 
city where I was born, to change my focus and allowed myself 
to displace certain grudges, up to the point of discovering 
that in this peripheral city in which everything seemed to 
arrive some years late, there’s no need to migrate to feel part .

A few days ago, I went on a stroll with Xurxo Souto (sing-
er, writer and multifaceted coruñés) along the outline of coast 
that borders our city. The stroll had a name: A typonomy 
of perceivable stones on de la Torre Peninsula, or an encoun-
ter with the big sea for a few meters with our city. 

A walk through memory, a walk along the periphery of 
the periphery. At the end of the walk we shouted, Medre o 
mar! ¡Medre! (Grow the sea! Grow!)
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An Inventory 
of Presence

by Jara Rocha



1
9

7

I take notes from time to time, while present in places I go, 
in conversation with the friends and colleagues with whom 
I think and read with. Together we try to make close readings 
of the matters that seem to characterize the exceptional con-
ditions of our times, or that have something to say about it.

“An inventory of presence“ is an attempt to turn these 
notes into a tool for permutation; a tool for conducting, break-
ing or bypassing a preset of coordinates. It is a jumper. A 
 location-sourced text. As a presentation of time and space, it 
can be read. As a representation of situatedness, it might 
be inhabited.

It is a body of parts, an embodied text of parts; perhaps. 
Presented in part, it is an invitation to jump upon and 
 within presence. Whatever it means to be present, here. 
Whenever is present. Now. Ready to permute. Mutate. 
Made to permutate.

Southern Europe, May 2015.

#body 
#situatedness

#translation 
#tactics

#positionality 
#dis/orientation
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Humor and 
Displacement

by Marc 
Herbst
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Describe or diagram the short route 
your body knows by memory.
Describe or diagram the short route
your body knows by memory, 
and that you miss.
Describe or diagram the short route.
A very short one.

Use symbols that 
recollect that movement. 
Use symbols that 
perform that movement.
Use symbols, 
words, perspectives,
perceptions…

Let yourself be aware
of the reasons, ways, visions,
changes of state, encounters,
findings, locations, loss. 
Let yourself be aware
of possible changes of state.
Let yourself be aware. 

#movement 
#translation

#tactics  #body 
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Descreva ou diagrame um percurso pequeno
que você sabe de cor pela memória do seu corpo.
Descreva ou diagrame um percurso pequeno
que você sabe de cor pela memória do seu corpo
e do qual você sente saudade.
Descreva ou diagrame um percurso pequeno.
Um percurso muito pequeno.

Use símbolos que restituem aquele movimento.
Use símbolos que performem aquele movimento.
Use símbolos, palavras, perspectivas, percepções…

Deixe-se estar atento
às razões, modos, visões
mudanças de estado, encontros,
descobertas, localizações, perdas.
Deixe-se estar atento
a possíveis mudanças de estado.
Deixe-se estar atento.
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